
Patient Safety and  
Healthcare Associated Infections 

(HAIs) 

6th/7th October 2016 



A: Anti-microbial resistance 
(AMR) 

6th/7th October 2016 



Global Action plan on Antimicrobial 
resistance (AMR) 

6th/7th October 2016 

• There is a global consensus that antimicrobial 
resistance (AMR) poses a profound threat to human 
health.  

 
• Antimicrobials have become an essential tool for 

modern medicine. Many surgical operations could not 
be performed without them.  
 

• AMR is the first crisis of this generation which impacts 
the whole world without distinction as to development 
level or geographical location 
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By 2050 it is estimated that 10 million lives a year and a 
cumulative 100 trillion USD of economic output are at 
risk due to the rise of AMR. 
 
 
Even today 700,000 people die of resistant infections 
per year. 

http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/health_consumer/docs/communication_amr_2011_748_en.pdf


World Health Organisation (WHO) and 
AMR 
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May 2015 WHO  assembly endorsed a global action plan 
on antimicrobial resistance (AMR). Member governments 
agreed to have national plans in place by mid 2017 in line 
with the global plan. 
 
After a 19 month review of AMR worldwide 
(commissioned by the UK prime minister) with interim 
reports, a final report on a package of actions was 
published in May 2016 with recommendations for tackling 
AMR on 10 fronts: 

http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/health_consumer/docs/communication_amr_2011_748_en.pdf


World Health Organisation 10 front action 
plan 
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 Public awareness 
 Antibiotics in agriculture and the environment 
 Sanitation and hygiene 
 Vaccines and alternatives 
 Surveillance  
 Rapid diagnostics 
 Human capital 
 Drugs 
 Global innovation fund 
 International coalition for action 
 
Commitments from the UK and China to combat AMR 
have already reached hundreds of millions of euros with a 
promise of funding from many other nations 
 
 

http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/health_consumer/docs/communication_amr_2011_748_en.pdf
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In EU 25,000 patients/yr. died as a result of infections 
caused by antimicrobial resistant bacteria 
 
Costs due to loss in productivity and increase in 
healthcare expenditure estimated at EUR 1.5 billion/yr. 
 
An action plan to tackle AMR was introduced in EU in 
2011.  
 
This action plan expires in 2016. A new action plan is due 
to be published in 2017 outlining new policy requirements. 
 

http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/health_consumer/docs/communication_amr_2011_748_en.pdf
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But it is not all about antimicrobial resistance. 
 
It is estimated that  in Europe: 
 
8 - 12% of patients admitted to hospital in the EU suffer 
from adverse events whilst receiving healthcare. Only 
25% of adverse effects come from Healthcare Associated 
Infections HAI. 
 
Much of the harm to patients is preventable, but the 
implementation of strategies to reduce harm varies widely 
across the EU. 
 
 

http://ec.europa.eu/health/antimicrobial_resistance/docs/roadmap_amr_en.pdf


Patient Safety and HAIs background 

The issue of healthcare quality and patient safety a key 
priority at EU level. 
 
Aim is for integrated approach, placing patient safety at 
core of high quality healthcare systems by bringing 
together all factors that have an impact on safety of 
patients.  
 
June 2009 – Council of European Union adopted  a 
recommendation (2009/C 151/01) on Patient Safety and 
the Prevention and Control of Healthcare Associated 
Infections (HAI) 
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 Council Conclusions Dec 2014 
In Dec. 2014, having considered progress reports and statistics issued by 
the Commission the EU Council published its Conclusions on Patient 
Safety and Quality of Care, including the Prevention and Control of HAIs 
and antimicrobial resistance. 
 
Apparent that ; 
 
Significant progress made in shaping national programmes for patient 
safety and the putting in place systems for patients to report adverse 
effects 
 
However 
 
there is a still a long way to go in implementing provisions on patient 
empowerment and in particular on education and training of healthcare 
workers. 
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 Council Conclusions Dec 2014 
In its conclusions The Council called on member states to: 
 
• Build an inter-professional patient safety culture 

 
• Develop measures for blame-free reporting of errors and adverse events 

 
• Encourage the participation and empowerment of patients 

 
• Develop cost effective evaluation of patient safety programmes 

 
• Reinforce programmes and plans for infection prevention and control 

 
• Step up prevention, diagnosis, monitoring and control of HAIs 

 
• Share experiences on strategies to ensure patient safety and quality of care 

 
• Develop professional guidelines on the prudent use of antibiotics 

 
• Continue to devote special attention to antimicrobial resistance 
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 Council Conclusions Dec 2014 

In addition The Council called on the Commission and MS 
amongst other things to: 
 
Finalise by December 2016 a EU framework for sustainable 
collaboration on patient safety and quality of care 
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http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/health_consumer/docs/communication_amr_2011_748_en.pdf
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The AMR infographic  in 4 languages and a NHS 
video (role of MedTech in the fight against HAIs) are 
now published on the MedTech Europe site at 
http//:www.medtech week.eu/amr-hais 
 
A brochure on superbugs and the role of diagnostics 
and one on HAIs is also available on the MedTech 
site 
 
An AMR position paper ‘Realising the potential of 
diagnostics and medical device to prevent and 
control AMR’ is being finalised and will be published 
in  Q4 
 
 

http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/health_consumer/docs/communication_amr_2011_748_en.pdf


 Patient Safety indicators 
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In collaboration with Health First Europe key Patient Safety 
Indicators have been developed following the EU 
recommendations on patient safety and quality of care.  
 
A dynamic microsite is being developed to showcase the 
populated Patient Safety Indicators with data from 
research  in Spain, Germany, France, Belgium Italy, UK 
and the Netherlands 
 
To be used to call on the EU Commission to measure 
(rather than just monitor) the adoption of policies by MS 
against definite and tangible targets for improving patient 
safety and quality of care.  
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